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Presidenthad his mistress

President \Harding.His Life and Times,
1865-1923,by Francis Russell;Eyre and Spottis-

woode, London.

The White House,when Warren
GamalielHardingand his pathetic,
querulouswife were brieflyits tenants,

ran on broadcomedylines.

hardto realisethat
such hilarioussitua-

tions
prevailed,

less
thanhalfa century

ago,amidall the
solemnitiesof world
power and responsi-bility.

Warren Harding
wasn'tgoingto giveup
his young mistress,
Nan Britton,just be-

causehe hadbecome

President.
His most trusted

secretserviceman met
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her callsand brought

her into the White
House throughside
doors.

Mrs Harding— who
had everyreasonto be
suspicious— once al-

most
surprised

the
Presidentand Nan
Brittenin their make-

shiftrendezvous beside
his office.

Fortunatelya secret
serviceman had been
postedoutsidethe
ante-room,and, with
great resolution,he
barredthe doorto the
furiousMrs Harding—
"the Duchess,"she was
ironicallycalled.
With furtherbril-

liantsecretservice

work,Nan Brittonwas
spiritedout of the
WhiteHouseand the
Presidentreturned
plausiblyto his desk
beforehis wife was ad-mitted.
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not know the whole
truth,she had had am-

ple
experience

in guess-
ingatit— shehad

once, back in Marion,
Ohio,throwna piano
stoolat an earliermis-tress.

And besides,Mr Rus-
sell

suggests,

it was
probablyMrs Hard-

ing'sown secretser-
vicemanwhohadtip-
pedheroffto thepres-

encein the White
Houseof the young
mistress!
Thereis much more

of thiskindof thing—
low lifein highplaces

with a KeystoneCops

slant— in Mr Rus-sell'sbook.

Perhapsthere would
have been more if
Harding'snephewhad
not succeededin get-

tinga court injunction

to preventhis publi-
cationof Harding's

lettersto CarriePhil-
lips,"theloveof his

life,"who once threat-

enedto exposehim
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but did not.
Theselettersare re-presented

by
dots.

Yet it wouldbe un-
just both to Harding's

memoryand to his
biographerto imply
that sexualadventures,

laughableand shabby
as someof themwere,
monopolisethe book.
Mr Russell,an ex-

perienced,diligentand
historian,does not
pretendthat the in-

adequateHardingwas
eithergreator good,
or that Americawas
luckyto have chosen

him.

UFO's over the SouthernHemisphere,by

Michael Hervey Horwitz.

Spacetripsand space,probeshave
given a new credibility to the much-scorn-

ed "flyingsaucer" theorists.

publicity-seekers
and
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crackpots,they are
now findingnew
support.

Author MichaelHer-
veypointsoutthatthe

first recordedUFO
sightingwas more
than 18 millionyears
ago.

Sincethen,he says,
such reportshave
neverceased,and Aus-

shareof them.

In his book,Mr Her-
vey listsseveralhun-
dredaccounts

of UFO
sightingsin all Aus-

tralianStates,New
Guinea,the Northern
Territoryand in New
Zealand.
He liststhe

locations,

dates,timesand
namesof peoplewho
witnessedeach sighting.

good reading.

Like the Cooktown
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saw a numberof
"bubbles"floating
abovea lonelyroadas
he was drivinghis
policecar in January,

1966.
He tellsof howhe

droveoverthemand
they disappeared
underhis vehicle.

AnotherUFO follow-

ed a Mr
Strong,

of
Elphinstone,home
from work earlyone
morning.The bright

lowedhiscarforsev-
eral milesand disap-

peared
as he drove

into his garage.

The entirestaffof
Gabo Islandlight-

housewatcheda huge

dischoveroverthem
for five minutesin
December,1965.
Mr Herveyhas gone

into much detailand,
one suspects,hundreds

of newspaperfilesto
obtain the material
for this

fascinating
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